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poole began their work on the printing of five hundred copies
that had been ordered*
On Monday morning, as soon as the Convention came to order,
the secretary read 'the "engrossed Constitution." At once Franklin
rose "with a speech la Ms hand, which he had reduced to writing
for his own conveniency, and which Mr. Wilson read/'
"Mr, President/' the speech began, *1 confess that there are
several parts of this constitution which I do not at present ap-
prove, but I am not sure I shall never approve them: For having
lived long, I have experienced many instances of being obliged
by better information or fuller consideration, to change opinions
even on important subjects, which 1 once thought right, but
found to be otherwise. It is therefore that the older I grow, the
more apt 1 arn to doubt my own judgment, and to pay more
respect to the judgment of others. Most men indeed as well as
most sects in Religion, think themselves in possession of all truth,
and that wherever others differ from them it is so far error. Steele,
a Protestant in a Dedication tells the Pope, that the only differ-
ence between our Churches in their opinions of the certainty of
their doctrines is, that the Church of Rome is infallible and the
Church of England is never in the wrong." At this point in the
speech there must have been smiles among the delegates. *But
though," Wilson read on? "many private persons think almost as
highly of their own infallibility as that of their sect, few express
it so naturally as a certain french lady, who in a dispute with
her sister, said 1 don't know how it happens. Sister, but I meet
with no body but myself, that's always in the right'—II ny a que
m&i qui a totijours ration* At this point there was sure to be
laughter.
But there was no laughter from Randolph, Mason, and Gerry,
who were grim in their disagreement and could not like to hear
it compared with sectarian orthodoxy or the bright complacency
of one of the French ladies Franklin was supposed to have known
so well during his gay years in France. (He had mentioned her
as "a certain great lady here" in a letter from Pa As in March
1784.)
"In these sentiments, Sir," the speech continued, "I agree to

